Participating Resorts in The Great Fiji Butterflyfish Count

2008 is the International Year of the Reef (IYOR), and the whole world is going crazy over the coral reefs!

Countries across the globe are holding special activities and programmes to raise awareness and help conserve the corals and the animals that live on them. You can check these out on the IYOR website, www.iyor.org 

Fiji’s special activity is The Great Fiji Butterflyfish Count. In November 2008 people from all over the world will come to Fiji to have fun counting Butterflyfish while diving, snorkelling or riding glass-bottom boats, and contribute their results to a Fiji -wide Butterflyfish Biodiversity project that will be published internationally.

This is supported by the Fiji Government Departments of Tourism, Environment and Fisheries, and by the Fiji Visitors’ Bureau, as well as several reef conservation organisations. Special tourism promotions will concentrate on the week 2 - 8 November.

More information can be found on the website www.Fijibutterflyfishcount.com
The Activity

This is an opportunity for people to get involved in celebrating and recording an aspect of Fiji’s amazing coral reef biodiversity, show they care about the world’s delicate coral reef systems, and have fun, by taking part in a week-long hunt for the Great Fiji Butterflyfish! 

Easy to do, this is suitable for visitors and locals alike, whether they be a snorkeler, SCUBA diver or Glass-bottom boat passenger.  Tourists, school children, scientists and all people with an interest in the marine environment can take to the reefs to search for Butterflyfish. 

Based on Scientific Survey Techniques, and specially printed underwater identification slates, Butterflyfish will be identified and counted over all the regions of Fiji. The Count itself will take up 30 minutes of a normal SCUBA dive, Snorkel or Glass-bottom Boat trip. Participants mark each fish as they see them on their ‘Great Fiji Butterflyfish Count’ waterproof slate.

Scientists will carry out similar timed counts over measured areas 50m long by 5m wide. 

Results will be written up onto paper sheets, or can be enter onto a computer spreadsheet, and sent back to the Fiji Reef Check and Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network Coordinator for analysis. Reports and a distribution map of Butterflyfish Abundance and Diversity will be placed on the website, and will also contribute to several important projects such as the Fiji Coral Reef Monitoring Network annual report, and the Fiji Biodiversity Inventory.

The Great Fiji Butterflyfish Count will be held all over the Fiji Islands, and participants can do a single count or many on different reefs. All data will be gratefully accepted!

Participating Resorts & Dive Shops Application

All participating organisations will be supplied with:

· Inclusion (with link) from website 

· Butterfly Fish Slates for in-water use
· CD-ROM of all forms and information

· Methods and identification/teaching materials

· Copy of letter of support from FVB offering tax concessions on advertising the event
Resort, Dive Operation and Organisation Registration Form

Do not use upper case or capitals unless at the beginning of a sentence or name. Your spelling must be correct.

	Organisation
	

	Type (delete as necc)
	RESORT / DIVE OP / NGO / OTHER

	Primary Contact Person
	

	Postal Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Fax
	

	email 

All information/updates from Marine Ecology will be forwarded to this contact/address.
	

	Website
	

	Company Bio 
(100 words describing your operation for the website)
	


Send completed form by email to: info@FijiButterflyfishCount.com
